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PSALMd CXXII. ver. 6. 
They ſhall proſper that love thee. 


HE Thing here recommended 
to our Love is Feruſalem ; and 
it is well known that by that 
Name in Scripture is meant 
both Church and State ; and 
theſe we are called upon to love, and are 
invited to this Duty by a Promiſe of Proſpe- 
rity, 7. e. of all manner of Succeſs and Hap- 
pineſs; They ſhall proſper that love thee. 


From which Words I ſhall at preſent at- 
tempt, 


I. Firſt, To put you in 8 That it is 
your Duty to love the Church and State that 


you belong to; That you are obliged to bear 
a tender Regard to your Religion and Na- 


tion, to the Worſhip of God and your native 
Country. 


II. Secondly, 


| 
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II. Secondly, Propoſe to you the Motives 
and Reaſons which engage us ſo to love 
them. b 


III. And Laſtiy, Deſire you to enquire ſe- 
riouſly and impartially into your own Hearts, 
whether you really and unfeignedly love 
them, or not; that ſo if you do not, you 
may repent and amend; and if you do, 
your Conſciences may acquit you, and you 
may delight your ſelves with the pleaſing 
Proſpect of that Enjoyment and Proſperity 
which is promiſed in the Text. 


1. The Firſt Thing propoſed is, To put 
you in mind, that it is your Duty to love 
the Church and Nation that you belong to. 

To offer at a laborious Proof of theſe 
Things in this Aſſembly met together for the 
Service of their Country, which Meeting 
you conſecrate by appearing firſt in the 
Houſe of God, would be not only miſpend- 
ing your Time, but abuſing your Patience. 
The moſt Ignorant cannot but be ſenſible 
that it is their Duty: The very mentioning 
of them is enough to convince Men how 
reaſonable they are; and Nature at the firſt 
Propoſal tells us it is unqueſtionably ſo. 


This 
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+ This is a Law not given us, but born 
with us; to which we are not educated, 
but made; we took it not from Reading and 
Inſtitution, but from the very Principles of 
our Being. Should we hear any one profeſs 
that he did not love his Religion and Coun- 
try, the mildeſt Cenſure that could be paſſed 
by all upon ſuch a one, muſt be, That he was 
an unnatural Wretch, no longer worthy to 
enjoy the kind Influence of Heaven, or to be 
ſupported by what the Earth brings forth ; 
that either the one ought to blaſt him, or 
the other ſwallow him up. 

I have therefore thought it ſufficient on- 
ly to remind you. of theſe Things in order 
to lay before you in the, 


2. Second Place the Motives and Reaſons 
which engage us to ſuch a Love. 
Now the common Motives of Love are 
either the Goodneſs and Excellency of any 
Thing conſidered in it ſelf, 


Or the Uſefulneſs and Advantage of it to 


us. And both theſe recommend our Reli- 


gion and Country to us; both theſe invite 
our Love. 


1. Le: us firſt conſider the Goodneſs and 
Excellency of theſe Things as in themſelves; 
which upon a tranſient View of them will 


appear 


— 


— 


T Cicero pro Milone. Eft enim hec non ſcripta ſed nata lex : 
Quam non didicimus, accepimus, legimus, verum ex natur“ ipſa 


arripuimus, hauſimus, expreſſimus, ad quam non docti, ſed facti, 
uon inſtituti ſed imbuti ſumus. 
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appear ſo great, that nothing on this Side 
Heaven can compare with them. | 
1. And Firſt for the Goodneſs and Ex- 
cellency of Religion or the Church. 
Religion, to ſpeak of it in general, is no 
leſs than the Product or Effect of Divine 
Wiſdom! *Tis what God gave to Man as a 
moſt valuable Gift, and it is the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing Character, the brighteſt Or- 
nament of Mankind. However it may 
be jeer d and ſcoff d at by Atheiſts, Liber- 
tines, or your modern Pretenders to Free- 
thinking, it always was the Opinion of the 
wiſeſt and beſt of Men, (whoſe Judgment in 
ſuch Caſes ſhould take Place) that it is not 
ſo much, nor ſo great, to ſay ſuch a one is an 
Emperor, a King, a Prince, a Lord, a Poli- 
tician, or Philoſopher, as to ſay that he is 
truly Religious, that he is a true Member of 
the Church of God. By Birth a Man may 
be related to the Kings of the Earth; but by 
being religious he proves his Relation to all 
the glorious Saints in Heaven, to Angels, 
Cherubims, and Seraphims; nay, even to 
God himſelf, above all bleſſed for ever. When 
the Holy David endeavours to ſet forth to us 
the Glory and Excellency of Religion, he 
. repreſents it under the Figure of a King's 
Daughter going to her Nuptials; telling us, 
That /he is all glorious within, her Clothing 
is of wrought Gold, Pal. xlv. 13. She fhatl 
be brought unto tbe King ina raiment of Needle- 
work, 


— 
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work, v. 14. All ber Garments ſmell of Myrrh, 


Aloes, and Caſſia, v.8. Kings Daughters were 


among ber honourable Women, v. 9. All which 
Expreſſions, high as they are, are uſed only 
by way of Accommodation, to ſet forth the 
Glory of the Thing in the beſt Manner that 
humane Nature can conceive of it: Not 
that they reach its full Excellency, which is 
indeed greater than Tongue can expreſs. 
'Tis therefore, ſays he in another Place, more 
to be deſired than Gold, yea, than much fine 


Gold, Pal. xix. 10. That it is better than © 


Thouſands of Gold and Silver, Pſal. cxxxix. 72. 


And his wiſe Son Solomon after him tells us, 


that Wiſdom, by which he means Religion, zs 
better than Rubies ; and all the Things that 


may be defired are not to be compared to it, 


Prov. viii. 11. That it Hall be as an Orna- 
ment of Grace unto the Head, and Chains about 


rhe Neck, Prov. i. 9. 

And, God be praiſed, it is a Happineſs we 
enjoy, that we can juſtly apply theſe loſty 
Expreſſions, all theſe noble Characters to 


the Church of which we are Members; for 


we profeſs the truth as it is in Chriſt ; we are 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoſiles, and 
Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief 
corner: lone, Eph. ii. 20. All the Doctrines, 
and Tenets that we propoſe as Articles of 
Belief, or Rules of Practice are plainly de- 
livered to us in the Word of God, ſrom 


which we dare not to take, to Which ue 
B preſume 


* 
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preſume not to add. Our Eſtabliſhed Wor- 
ſhip is regular and decent, the Sacraments 
are duly adminiſtred amongſt us; our 
Prayers are Expreſſive, and full of a true 
Spirit of Devotion, to be underſtood by the 
meaneſt, and admired by Men of the greateſt 
Capacities; ſo that our Service is in truth a 
reaſonable Sacifre, And- how extenſive and 
peculiar is her Charity, the true and diſtin- 
guiſhing Mark of Chriſtianity, to all zhat are 
without? As we preſume not to thunder out 
Anathema's, and damn whole Nations at 
once, with the Papiſt, ſo neither are we ſo 
og as to confine Salvation within our own 
Pale. 

IT. Let us now 1n the Second Place proceed 
to ſpeak of the Goodneſs and Excellency of 
National Government. 

Government .in general, is the Wiſe and 
Prudent diſpoſing of every thing in its. due 
Place and Order, ſo as to preſerve, and de- 
fend the Whole; from hence ariſe Regularity, 
Decency, Peace, Property, Plenty, and in a 
Word, all things that can promote the Hap- 
pineſs, or prevent the Confuſion and Deſtru- 
ction of Mankind; ſo that ſurely it cannot 
but in it ſelf be highly Deſirable. Indeed Go- 
vernours do ſometimes become Tyrants, and 
make uſe of the Sword put into their Hands 
for the Deſence of the Subject, to his De- 
ſtruction; but the Inconveniencies that befal 
A Community in ſuch a Caſe, are not not un 
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be imputed to Government in general, but 
to the Abuſe of it; and how great ſoever 
the Inconveniencies may be, which ſometimes 
may riſe from ſuch an Abuſe of Power, it is 
beyond Contradiction plain, that the very 
ſame, and many more, would always vex the 


World if Government was laid aſide. Here 


we may with joy reflect on the Happineſs 
of our Conſtitution in particular ; what Wiſe, 
Prudent, Juſt, and Good Laws have our Fore- 
fathers procur'd and delivered down to us 
their Children 2 And how ſtrongly are thoſe 
Laws detended from any Violation in any 
part? How by them is the Liberty, and Right 
of the meaneſt Subject ſecured, and made 
the Care of a whole Kingdom ? And with 
what a becoming Decency, and aweful Juſtice 
are they conſtantly put in Execution 2 And 
even in the midſt of that Juſtice, what a large 
ſhare of Mercy is provided for Malefactors ? 
But theſe things will more properly be en- 
larged on when we conſider the other Mo- 
tive to Love, viz, 


II. the Uſefulneſs, and Advantage of any 
thing to us; and I doubt not but it will plain- 


ly appear that both Church and State are ve- 


ry Uſeful and Advantageous to us. 


I. By the Church we are kept from Error, 
the Poiſon of the Soul, and conducted on in 
the good old Paths of Truth; herein we have 

| jo ".- 
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laid before us the Hopes of Glory in this Life, 
and by keeping the Commands of God, we 
{hall in the Life to come be inſtated therein. 

II. To the Government it is, that we are 
indebted for the neceſſary Comforts and Sup- 
ports of Life. It gives us Food and Raiment, 
Safety and Protection, Friends and Conver- 
ſation, and in a Word, every thing that Life 
is worth Living for. | 

If thus much may be affirm'd of Govern- 
ment in general, our Conſtitution in a very 
plentiful manner, is the Fountain of all theſe 
Bleſſings, from thence they flow in mighty 
Streams. Our Lot is fallen in a good Ground, 
by the Happy, Wiſe and Prudent Eſtabliſh- 
ment that we live under, we may every one 
of us /till ſet under his own Vine, and under his 
own Fig-tree; and God be praiſed we can 
with Pleaſure uſe that Satisfactory word, our 
owns, The Prerogative of the Crown, and the 
Priviledges of the People are fo nicely and 
wiſely order'd, fo as to avoid on one hand the 
Iron Rod of Abſolute Monarchy, a weight 
which true Briton could never bear; and on 
the other, the no leſs Inconveniencies 
that attend Anarchy and Confuſion. All the 
Parts of our Conſtitution are framed ſo 
as to make us happy, if we will be ſo our 
ſelves. The Liberty and Religion of the 
meaneſt Perſon is as much the Care of our 
Laws, and is as ſtrongly guarded by them, 
as of the greateſt ; and we virtually give our 
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own Conſent to the making every Law by 
which we are governed. It is ſufficient to 
recommend our Government to fay that it 
is envied and admired abroad, tho' ſome that 
enjoy its kind Influence know not how to va» 
lue it. | 

When we look towards the Throne, how 
may we apply to our ſelves that of the Wiſe 
Man: Bleſſed art thou, O Land, thy King is the 
Son of Nobles Eccleſ. x. 17.But yet this is but a 
ſmall Part of our Happineſs: The perſonal 
Virtues of His Majeſty are great and conſpi- 
cuous, that. as they add a Luſtre to the 
Crown, lo they give us ſufficient Reaſon to 
ſay, Thar under him we are ſafe. 

How indefatigable is He in the Proſecution 
of any Thing that may promote our Hap- 
pineſs? And how does He take all Occaſions 
to aſlure us, He has nothing more at Heart 
than the Preſervation of our Religion and 
Liberties > Witneſs his wiſe Conduct in 
amending the unhappy Detects of former 
Treaties, and in making new Alliances for 
the Security of his People; in oppoſing his 
Enemies when they appear againſt him, and 

in exerciſing his natural Lenity towards them 
when they are reduced to beg Mercy, inſo- 


much that he hath inflicted no Puniſhments, 


bur ſuch as the Offence, impartiaily confi- 


der'd, Mercy it ſelf might have been both 
the Judge and Executioner. 


What 


| 
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What a Happineſs is it to have Rights and 
Properties, Laws and a gentle Conſtitution 
not to be equalled in the World? But how 
is that Happineſs encreaſed by the Thoughts 
that they are all ſecured to us, and to future 


Ages, as is our Caſe? 


And now ſince our Church and Nation, 
our Religion and Government, are ſo apparent- 
ly Good and Excellent, ſo undeniably Uſeful and 
Advantageous, we have all the Reaſon in the 
World to love them which are thus Lovely. 
And methinks there ſhould be no Reaſon to 
doubt but that all do love them. It is ſo 
plainly their Duty, and they are ſo ſtrongly 
courted to it by all that is truely endearing, 
that if we could conclude upon Things from 
the Strength of the Reaſons that enforce 
them, we might be poſitive that all without 
Exception do love our Feruſalem. It is fo 
evidently their Duty, that all openly own 
and profeſs it ; they are much ofended, and 
take it as a great Affront if you ſhould que- 
ftion whether they loved their Church and 
their Country, or no: Yet fon all this, it is 
but too plain that many fail herein, as will 
appear by examining into the Fruits and 
Effects of this Love, which, if they are not 
in you, pretend what you will, you are not 
Lovers of your Church and Nation. 

Now the genuine Fruits and Effects of 
Love to our Church and Nation are many 
and various, ſo that I ſhall only mention 

| ſome 
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ſome of the principal ones, deſiring you, as 
go on in my Diſcouſe, to make a ſerious 
Enquiry into your Hearts whether you find 
theſe Effects in them, or no. 


III. The Third particular propoſed to be 
ſpoken to. | 

Now the firſt Fruit of Love to our 
Church and Nation that I ſhall mention, 
1s heartily to wiſh them well, to be zealouſly 
concernd for their Welfare, and paſſionately- 
long for their Proſperity in all Reſpects; 
_ earneſtly to defire that they may be free 
from all manner of Diſtempers from within, 
and triumph over all Annoyances from 
without, that neither private Underminers, 
nor publick avowed Oppoſers may ever de- 
light themſelves in their Ruins; but that they 
may proſper and ſtand upright when their 
Enemies fall, and lie in the Duſt. 

And have we all in this Particular per- 
formed our Duty 2 No: We have ſeen Men 
who, under a Pretence of Zeal for the 
Church, have brought her to the Brink of 
Deſtruction ; who have taken upon them- 
ſelves the Names of her only Sons, and 
under the Holy Name of the Church, have 
raiſed Tumults, Riots, Treaſons, and Re- 
bellions. The Danger of the Church for 
ſome Years has, and ſtill is, the general 
Complaint, and, as it has been managed, 
the abominable Sin of the Age. From hence, 

| % a8 
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as from a moſt impure Fountain, have flown 
Floods of Wickedneſs, private and publick 
Sins and Calamities, Cenſuring, Reproach- 
ing, Quarrelling, Fighting, and Enmity be- 
tween Neighbour and Neighbour, nay, be- 
tween the neareſt and deareſt Relations. 
Hence likewiſe have ſprung private Whiſper- 


ings, publick Revilings and Curſing, and at 


laſt open Rebellion agaiait our Gover- 


nors- 
But what Shadow is there for any Com- 
plaining, ſeeing we have a Prince on the 


Throne fo truly of our own Religion, as 


conſtantly and devoutly to attend our pub- 
lick Worſhip, and who has ſworn to main- 
tain the ſame; to violate which he has not 
made the leaſt Step: The Truth of which, 
Malice may ſuſpect, but can never prove. 
Seeing we have Biſhops truly Proteſtant, 
truly Conformable, truly Friends to the Con- 
ſtitution of the Church, whoſe publick 
Actions do manifeſtly confute all the wick- 
ed Whiſpers that are ſpread abroad againſt 
them. Seeing we have a Miniſtry bound 
by all the ſacred Obligations poſſible to 
ſupport and maintain the Church as by Law 
eſtabliſhed ; and theſe Miniſters take all Op- 

portunities to declare, that as they think it it 
a moſt excellent Conſtitution, ſo if they ſut- 
fer it to be deſtroyed, they ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed with it. The Sincerity 25 which . 
ration we have very little Reaſon to que- 


ſtion 
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ſtion, becauſe of the Solemnity of the Obli- 
gation, and the Certainty of the Danger. 
I defie the moſt virulent Enemy the Govern- 
| ment has to prove one, the leaſt Attempt 
of the King or his Miniſters to injure the 
' Church. Like Sons of Darkneſs they may 
Mutter and Whiſper, and be full of fly 
Suggeſtions in private Corners; but to make 
out any one thing, they can no more do it 
than prove themſelves to be honeſt Men, 
which I think is a hard Task for any one to 
do, who one hour takes the Oath of Alle- 
giance to his Prince, and the very next 
makes his Perſon and his Actions a Jeſt ; 
which is undeniably the Practice of thoſe 
among us, who now for the Diſtreſs of our 
Zion, hang their Harps upon the Willows, 

And how have ſome ſhewn their Love to 
the State ? Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in 
the ſtreets of Askelon, leſt the Daughters of the 
Philiſtines rejoyce, leſt the Daughters of the Un- 
circumciſed triumph. But it is in vain to at- 

tempt at concealing their deſperate Wicked- 

neſs and Ingratitude ; their ſound is gone out 

into the End of theWorld. Papiſts by their Re- 

ligion are oblig'd by Cruelty to root out what 

they call the Northern Hereſie. Non-jurors 

by an unhappy turn of Principle, may think 
themſelves conſtrain'd either to appear active 1 
againſt the preſent Eſtabliſhment, or at leaſt | 


not to be zealous in the Defence of it: But it 
CG is 
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is an abominable Wickedneſs for Proteſtants, 
for Men that have bound down their Souls 
by the moſt ſolemn Oaths to bear Faith and 
true Allegiance, to appear in Arms againſt 
their King, to carry, on an Unnatural Rebel- 
lion, not having ſo much as a bare Verbal 
Promiſe that their Lives, Liberties, or Re- 
ligion ſhould be ſecured to them, as a re- 
ward of their Treachery and Perjury. And 
what an ungrateful Return do they make for 
the Mercy ſhewn, to Spirit up, and en- 
courage a Foreign Invaſion, rather than let 
drop their darling Deſign of ſetting a Popi(h 
Impoſtor over us! 

Let us now enquire, and call our own 
Hearts to account; let us ſee whether they 
can anſwer us freely without Doubt or Heſi- 
tancy ; whether in relation to the Church, 
it has not a prevailing ſecret Inclination to 
with Succeſs to the Superſtitions of Rame, or 
the Novel Opinions of any of our Sectaries; 
to the muſty Traditions of pretended Anti- 
quity, or the new. teigned Spiritualities of 


Faction, and Schiſm, in Oppoſition to the 
pure Worſhip of God, as it is celebrated in 


the Church of Exgland. If in our Hearts 


we with Succeis to its Enemies on either fide ; 


nay, if we are careleſs and indifferent in the 
Matter we Love not the Church. 


And 
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And then, as to the State, if our Hearts 
can tell us that we do not in the leaſt favour 
any of its open Enemies abroad, nor the 
hidden, ſly Contrivances of Rebels, or Fa- 
ctious Perſons at home; if we are ready to 
the utmoſt to defend our Conſtitution upon 
all Occaſions, and to contribute towards its 
firm Eſtabliſhment, then, and then only, are 
we true Lovers of our Country. Love al- 
ways deſires the Happineſs of the thing be- 
loved; ſo that if we ſincerely Love our 
Church and Nation, we ſhall do whatever 
we can to promote their Profperity. 

2. A ſecond Fruit of Love to our Church 
and Nation, is vindicating their Credit and 
Reputation ; and God knows, we in theſe 
Days have too too frequent Occaſion given us, 
thus to teſtifie our Love towards them. Not 
that they are juſtly liable to the Reproaches 
of any, but becauſe it is our misfortune to 


have many Enemies, whoſe, whether Malice 


or Sillineſs is greater, cannot eaſily be deter- 
mined. This Man exclaims againſt our 
Church as a Novel, Upſtart Inſtitution, ne- 
ver heard of in the World till the mad Zeal 
of Martin Luther began to ſet it on Fire. 
Another rails at her as the eldeſt Davghter 
of the-Whore of Babylon, is offended at her 
Forms, jeers at her Ceremonies, and ſhakes 
his Head at the Pride or Looſeneſs of the 
Clergy ; they are either dumb Dogs that do not 
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bark, or elſe ſubtil and deſigning Men, and 
by way of Arguing, allowed of in no other 
Caſe whatever, the perſonal Faults of ſome, 
who perhaps are no great Honour to their 
Profeſſion, are thrown upon the Order in 
general, that ſo through their Sides they 
may wound the Church it ſelf. 

And how maliciouſly have the Government 
been of late abuſed? Tho' we have a King over 
us, who for his Wiſdom, Diſcretion, Juſtice, 
and Equity, who for his Mercy and Clemency, 
for his Courage and Bravery, his Piety and 
Devotion, has few Crown'd Heads worthy to 
be compared to him; it is yet the Baſeneſs 
of many amongſt us to revile him after a bar- 


barous Manner, to cenſure and reflect up- 


on his Perſon, and all his Actions. Since 
his coming to the Throne, there have been 
more Villanous Papers, and Seditious Libels 
ſpread abroad with Induſtry, and received 
with the higheſt Approbation, and ' Ap- 
plauſe, with Smiles and Threats, than in 
many Years before. The number of ſcan- 
dalous Lies that have been invented againſt 
him, is almoſt infinite, and many of them 
ſo weak, and filly, that one cannot think 
the Devil had any hand in them, were it not 
for their Malice. 
. Tho' the King has wiſely made choice of 
thoſe very Perſons for his Miniſtry, and 
Council, by whoſe Care and Conduct our 
HY ate 


— _ 
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late Queen reigned for many Years ſo tru- 
ly gloriouſly ; yet now they ſay the Na- 
tion 1s to be ruined by Them. The Stock 
of Scandal is inexhauſtible, new Stories are 
every Day invented, and the Contrivers 
of them, not conſidering what is probable, 
but what is moſt frightful, they are as 
ſoon confuted as told ; but they have till 


the Impudence to go on, becauſe they meet 


with a credulous Multitude, that will lend 
a ready Ear to, and diligently propagate 
their Fictions; ſo that there ſeems a Ne- 
ceſſity of putting the Statute of King Ed- 
ward l. in Execution, whereby it is enacted, 
that f any one is ſo hardy as to Tell or 
Publiſh any falſe News, or Tales, whereby 
Diſcord, or occaſion of Diſcord or Slander 
may grow between the King and his People, 
or the great Men of the Realm; he that doth 
ſo, ſhall be taken and kept in Priſon, until 
he hath brought him into Court who was 
firſt Author of the Tale. And all this 1s 
done by a Sett of Men who pride them- 
ſelves in their Ancient Loyalty, and who 
in the midſt of all this, have the Front to 
tell us that they are for the King ; Let 
their Actions ſpeak what King they mean, 
from whom, and the Deſigns of the Party; 


I hope God of his wonted Mercy will de- 


liver us. 
Let 


LI Stat, 3 Edw. 1, cap. 34. 
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Let us now examine our felves, whis- 

ther upon ſuch Provocations as theſe we 
have not often fate ſilent; nay, which is 
worſe, have we not often, through a mali- 
cious Heart or meanneſs of Spirit joined 
in them? Have we not when the leading 
Man of the Company has thrown out his 
borrow'd Scandal, his Hackney Jeſts, admir'd 
his Wir, and applauded his Facetiouineſs 2 
If fo, we are deficient in the Love that 
we owe to the Church an Nation, of which 
we profeſs our felves Members. 

3. But Thirdly and Laſtly; Love cauſes 
Men to be Active, and Induſtrious for the 

Good of what. they pretend to Love; to 
do as much as they can to forward and. pro- 
mote its Advantage, and to redreſs or pre- 
vent its Loſs or Damage in any kind. Now 
our Church and Nation may be helped, and 
it is highly our Duty thus to help them. 


I. By appearing Vigorous and Hearty for 
them. 


I. By freely parting with our Subſtance 
to Support them. 


III. By leading good Lives to procure the 
Favour of God towards them. 


IV. And by Praying earneſtly to Fi 
for them. 
I. Firſt 
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1. Firſt our Church and Nation may be 
helped by appearing Vigorous and Hearty 
for them. tx 

It is our Dulneſs that gives Life and Hopes 
to our Enemies; were we but Hearty and 
Active, their Spirits and Confidence muſt of 
neceſlity ſink. A vigorous Behaviour, a lively 
Conduct, mult diſcourage our Adverſaries and 
animate the Goyernment, and ſo put an 
end to all Faction, 

From our appearing cool and unconcern'd 
our Enemies will readily conclude, that we 
viiue not how Things go, and this will em- 
bolden them to Contederate and Plot toge- 
ther, preſuming that they ſhall meet with 
ſmall Oppotition. But if we were careful 
to ſhew a hearty Zeal for our Church and 
Nation, they wou'd be convinced that it 
Was to no purpoſe to engage in any Deſigns 
againſt us; ſo that by appearing forward 
in this Caſe, we do a double Service; 
a Service to our Church and Nation, and a 
Service to our very Enemies, by prevent- 
ing the Troubles of one, and rhe Villanies 
of the other. And this all are obliged to do, 
by that Oath in which they abjured the 
Pretender and his Title, and ſwore to defend 
King George againſt al traiterous Conſpira- 


cies and Attempts whatſoever. Which Words 


mult undoubtedly imply, not only that we 
will not Rebel, but that to the utmoſt of 
our Power, in our ſeveral Stations and Em- 
| 1 ployments 
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ployments, we will be Active for, and Zea- 
lous in the Defence of the King to whom 
we have thus Sworn. 

What Thoughts then muſt all honeſt Men 
entertain of thoſe who in our late Danger, 
could profeſs a baſe Neutrality, who refuſed 
to appear for their King and Country : Such 
a Behavioar could proceed from nothing but 
a ſecret wiſhing well to the Adverſaries 
Cauſe, though they had not the Courage to 
appear openly for it. He that zs not with us, 
is againſt us; and the Man that can ſet Qi} 
and unconcerned when his King and Coua— 
try, his Religion, Liberties, and Laws, and 
all Things that ought to be near and dear to 
him are at ſtake, and his appearing would in 
all Probability help to preferve them, ſuch 
a Perſon mult be look'd upon to have caſt in 
his Lot with the Enemy, or, at leaſt, by his 
Remiſſneſs to encourage him: And ſuch 
_ ought to be carefully watched by a Govern- 
ment, whoſe Hearts are in the Way of Evil, 
thouzb at preſent they refrain their Feet from 
the Paths thereof. 


2. The next Thing by which our Church 
and Nation may be helped by us, is by 
freely parting with our Subſtance to ſup- 
port them. Tribute to whom Tribute is due, 
Rom. xl. 7. is as much the Command of 
God as any other in the Bible, and we 

ought 
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ought as carefully to obſerve it: Indeed the 
Command is a very reaſonable one. Here 
we may argue with the Orator Zertullus in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, Ads. xxiv. 2. ſeeing 
from the Government we enjoy great Quietneſs, 
and that worthy Deeds are done unto the Na- 
tion thereby, ver. 3. we ought to accept it al- 
ways, and in all Places with all Thankfulneſs 
and Readiriels to ſupport it, which cannot 
be unleſs we are in a Capacity to defend 
our ſelves by having Money, the very Si- 
news of War, at Command. 

I foreſce ſome will be apt to ſay, How- 
ever faulty we may be in other Duties to 
our Country, certainly we have not failed 
in this: Surely we have, and mult pay 
Taxes enough : They lie very heavy upon. 
the Nation, and we are not likely to ſee 
an End of them. This is indeed true ; but 
who brought on this Weight: Thoſe very 
Men that complain of it, and that fill all Places 
with their Murmurings. By their Hands, 
their Tongues, or their Indifterency, they 
brought theſe Evils upon us. Bad they ap- 
peared for their King and Country like ho- 
neit Men, there would have been no Occa- 
ſion for a Standing Army; and therefors 
no Neceſſity for advancing the Tax on 
Land, nor would there have been any Rea- 
ſon to continue that Advancement, had 


there not been ſome amongſt us who are 
2s for 
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| for fomenting new Diſturbances. And it is 

| no ſmall Hardſhip for Men-to force the Go- 

| vernment by their Conduct to an abſolute 

Neceſſity of impoſing Taxes on the Subject, 

and then abuſe it for doing ſo. Although 
therefore it cannot be denied but that the | 
Taxes are a great Burden on the Nation, 
yet they are neceſſary, and muſt be un- 
dergone, unleſs we chooſe to let in a Flood 
of Tyranny, which in a Moment will ſweep 
away all. 


| 3- Our Church and Nation may be far- 
| ther ſerved by us, if we would be careful 
| to lead good Lives to procure the Fa- 
vour of God towards them. . That we may 
by this Means obtain it, we are aſſured by 
Eliphaz, in the Book of Job: God, ſays 
he, ſhall deliver the Iſland of the In 
nocent, and it is delivered by the Pureneſs 
of his Hands, Job xxii. 30. Acquaint thy ſelf 
with God, and be at Peace; thereby Good 
all come unto thee, v. 21. If thou return 
to the Almighty, thou, thou ſhalt be Built up, 
v. 23. Thou. ſhalt have Plenty of Silver, v. 25. 
Then (halt thou lay up Gold as the Duſt, and 
phe Gold of Ophir as the Stones of the Brooks, 
v. 24. Tea, the Almighty ſhall be thy De- 
fence, v. 25. And if God be for us, who, 
to any Purpoſe, can be againſt us? 


Religion 
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Religion is the ſure Eſtabliſner of every 
Kingdom: Length of Days are in her Right 
Hand, and in her Left Hand Riches and Honour, 
Prov. 11i.16. Her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, 
and all her Paths are Peace, v. 17. Sheis a 
Tree of Life to thoſe that lay hold upon her, v. 18. 
' Godlineſs is profitable to all Things, having 
the Promiſe of the Life that now is, and of 
that which is to come, x Tim. iv. 8. Righ- 
teouſneſs exalteth any Nation, Prov. xvi. 84. 
For all the Precepts of Religion do naturally 
tend to a People's Security. 
Peace, Unity, and good Order, are the 
conſtant Effects of Humility, Meekneſs, 
and Obedience. A publick and ſtrict Admi- 
niſtration of Juſtice ſecures a Government 
by reſtraining, or at laſt by taking off thoſe 
wicked Members that diſturb- its Peace, or 
_ endeavour its Ruin, Love and Charity unite 
the Affections of Men; and as Diviſions 
end in the Deſtruction of a People, ſo ſuch 
a Unity is their beſt Safe-guard. The Fruits 
of Temperance, Sobriety, and Contentment, 
are Peace and Safety to our ſel ves, and to 
thoſe about us. If we can poſlibly think 
theſe Things otherwiſe than I have repre- 
ſented them, let us ſuppoſe Iniquity eſta- 
bliſhed by a Law: And what would ſuch a 
diſmal Change produce but Confuſion and 
Diſorder; Diſtraction and Ruin? How long 
could that Nation remain whoſe Members 
. 55 D 2 lived 


it 
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lived} in a State of Malice, Revenge, Hatred, 
Idleneſs, Sloth, Luxury, Diviſion, and Diſ- 
content? How ealy a Prey would ſuch a 
People be to a weak Enemy, who thus 
weaken d themſelves ? 

Here too we muſt examine our flves; 
and if our Conſciences can acquit, if they 
can tell us that we have not herein 
been remiſs, but diligent, then a true 
Love of our Church and Nation is within 
us. 

And fo it is likewiſe, if we have- been 
conſtant at Prayers for their Security and 
Proſperity ; the laſt Way mentioned by 
which we can be ſerviceable to them. 

Some Men may think that there are nearer 
Ways to Security than by Prayer. The 
Arms of the Mighty, and the Counſels of 
the Wiſe; but certainly if Prayer be laid 
alide, the Mighty Men will not find their 
Hands, nor the Men of Wiſdom their 
Heads. 

When. Theodoſius fought that famous Bat- 
tle againſt Eugenius, in which the very 
Heavens, the Winds, and Elements, aſſiſted 
him, we are told that he prevailed more by 
Prayer than by Fighting. The Hands of Moſes 
held up in Prayer did more Miſchief to 
the Amalekites than the Sword of Foſbua, 
Exod, xvii. 11. By Prayer Hezekiah de- 
ſtroyed the Army of Senacherib in ane 


N ight 


3 
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Night, 2 Xings xix. Daniels Prayer ſtoppd 
the Mouths of devouring Lions, Dan. vi. and 
that of his Companions quenched the Vio- 
lence cf Fire, Dan. iii. Tho' we cannot depend 
on ſuch miraculous Effects from our Prayers, 
yet we are aſſured by the Promiſes of God, 
that they ſhall be anſwered with his Favour ; 
and conſequently we ſhall have Omnipotence 
on our fide, which will ever put to flight the 
Armies of the Aliens. 

The Efficacy of Prayer then being ſo 
great, and the Performance of it not dif- 
ficult, let us be conſtant at the Throne of 
Grace, beſeeching God to be a Safe-guard 
to our Church and Nation ; That he would 
confound the Devices of all our Enemies, and 
defend us as with a Shield ; That he would 
ſhower down his Bleſſing on his Majeſty, 


protect his Perſon, proſper his Government, 
| that under him we may lead quiet and peace- 


able Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; That + 
he would make him the Terror of his Ene- 

mies, and the Joy of all his Subjects; That 
ſo, after a long and happy Reign on Earth, 
he may obtain an Immortal Crown, leaving 
his corruptible one to be worn by his Illu- 
ſtrious Poſterity till Time ſhall be no more: 
Let this be our conſtant Prayer, and may 
the God of Heaven hear us from Heaven his 
dwelling Place; and when he heareth, grant 


the Requeſts of his People: That Peace and 
PDPiety 
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Piety may flouriſh among us as long e the 
Sun and Moon endureth. 


of thine only Sen Jeſus Chriff our Lord 


and Savieur. 


